
Superintendent’s Highlight of the Week  
December 1, 2017 

 
All roads led to POBJFKHS on the evening of November 
28th as the FIRST Team 353, the POBots, hosted their 10th 
annual Engineering Awareness Night.  This festival of 
STEAM, is a student-created and student-run event, under 
the supervision of Mr. Kunz, Mr. Caputo and Ms. Winter.  
Students K-8 and their families were challenged to explore 
basic scientific principles through fun, hands-on activities 
and demonstrations. A new and very popular addition to 
the program was the “student passport” which all children 
received upon entry. After visiting each station, passports 
were stamped and prizes were given to those who visited all 
stations. Judging from the crowd size and the faces of glee 
on the students, the evening was a roaring success. 
 
Students had the opportunity to drive a variety of robots ranging from small LEGO robots, 
VEX and even the 120 pound FIRST competition robots. The high school cafeteria featured a 
series of interactive stations that taught circuitry using playdoh and a small light, structural 
integrity with cup stacking, and aerodynamics with parachutes and wind tunnels, among 
countless others.  

Community members and faculty act as mentors 
throughout the design and build phases of the 
competition season. This year we were thrilled to 
have many POBots alumni come back to show 
support and share their experiences. Our 5 
returning alumni, who have since graduated from 
engineering school, are employed with local 
industries and donate their time to pay back to the 
program that inspired them to become engineers. 
In addition to the many district staff present, Imran 
Ansari, the Governor's Nassau County Regional 
Representative joined us while New 12 filmed live 
coverage of this exciting event.  

 
The POBots Engineering Awareness Night 
helps POBCSD reinforce the importance of 
STEAM in curriculums across the district. 
One of the alumni present credited POBots 
for changing his life and setting him on his 
successful career pathway. It just does not 
get better than that for us when we learn 
firsthand of the impact our programs have 
on our children!! 
 
 


